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He says that, to re-establish and
sustain wildlife communities in
Luiana Partial Reserve, it is critical
that the area first formally be
declared a national park and that
the land mines be cleared while an
effective land-use management plan
is implemented and ecotourism and
community conservation pro-
grammes are developerd

Sodia Modise, the regional co-
ordinator of the Kaza Transfrontier
Conservation Area project, was
unable to give details of progress
with negotiations among the five
countries whose ministers in charge
of envirenmental affairs last year
signed a memorandum of under-

standing, The indications are that a
meeting is being planned betwoen
the government and donors.

A proposal prepared throe years
ago by conservationist Dr John Han-
ks, when he was still with Conserva-
tion International, noted that the
arva of southeast Angola had limit-
od potential for agriculture. It was,
instead, a prime site for ecotourism,
although the land mines remained a
great obstacle,

He noted that the proponents of
the transfrontier conservation area
wanted to use the elephants as a
flagship species to promote co-ordi-
nated land use for conservation
across national boundaries
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Allowing elephants into Zambia
and back into Angola would enable
them to follow ancient migration
routes that were currently barrod by
the land mines.

He proposexd that de-mining be
done in sections and that a simulta-
neous programme be run to protect
wildlife entering the de-mined
are¢as. The programme should
include the establishment of an
effective anti-poaching unit, an
integrated resettlement plan for war
refugees and displaced people,
training for traditional leaders and
communitics in ecotourism initia-
tives, and a provincial programme
for the development of tourism



